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under the instructions of Lord Peel. You may rely upon
your representations being communicated forthwith to
H.M's. Government, where I trust and indeed I am confi-
dent that they will receive that consideration which is due
to representations made by members of the Council of State
in so serious a subject.'1

Three days later there was published in London the
Decision of Government with regard to Kenya. This proved
to be a retractation of some of the concessions proposed in
the Wood-Winterton Report of 1922. The Decision con-
tained some good features. Segregation and racial dis-
tinction as against Indians were abolished. The reserva-
tion of the Highlands for Europeans was maintained, and
it was considered that the setting aside of an area in the
Lowlands to be reserved for experimental agricultural
farms under Indian direction was not an adequate equiva-
lent. The result of the franchise would, it was declared, give
the Indians only five seats in the Council, as against eleven
for the Europeans, although they were twice their number.
At that time there were 9,650 Europeans, 22,822 Indians
and 10,107 Arabs in the Colony, while there were not less
than two and a half million Africans. But the vitiating
point of the Decision in the eyes of the Indians was that it
did not declare without qualification or limitation their
status to be one of full and absolute equality. That prin-
ciple already established and recognized, once endorsed by
the British Government, it might well have become possible
to arrive at a suitable compromise with regard to some of the
details, and even to retard the enforcement of the more
difficult arrangements. But an arbitrary decision assigning
a place of inferiority to the Indians inevitably raised a
storm of protest, and the general disappointment was all
the keener because this related to a Crown Colony where
there was no local legislature to obstruct or humour.

Lord Reading did not conceal his surprise and disappoint-
ment when news of the substance of the decision reached
India, and his comments were veiy emphatic. He declared
in a public statement on 2gth July that " The news of the
decision came to me and my Government, no less than to